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CHAP.        Among the distractions referred to in this letter were
x-     receptions in Park Street by Lady Davy, one of the tenders
of literary society in that day.   At her house, Ruskin used
to meet Miss Charlotte Lockhart, who became to him "a
Scottish fairy, White Lady, and witch of the fatallest sort,
looking as if she had just risen out of the stream in Rhymer's
Glen."    " But I never could contrive," he adds " to come to
any serious  speech  with her."    Loekhart, however, had
invited Ruskin to write upon Lord Lindsay's Sketches of the
History of Christian Art.   He accepted the invitation less
for the sake of the editor than for that of his daughter.
" Witlrmy usual wisdom in such matters," he says, "I went
away into Cumberland to recommend myself to her by
writing  a Quarterly review."   His father, who knew his
son's hopes and fondly counted on their success, had already
been looking out for a suitable house in the Lake District,
where Ruskin and  Scott's grand-daughter might establish
themselves.    In March 1847 Ruskin settled down at the
Salutation Inn, Ambleside, then a country inn in a country
village, with George as his companion, to write the review.
But the sentences would not come readily, and Ruskin fell
into a state of despondency of which, he tells us, he knew
not the like again  till fourteen years afterwards.1    The
review which appeared in the Quarterly for June 184Y gave
Ruskin  occasion to cover ground which he had already
traversed in the second volume of Modern Painters, and
was presently to .occupy in The Seven Lamps.   Lockhart,
he says, cut out all his best bits, and objected to a criticism
of. Gaily Knight, on the ground that he was a protege of
Albemarle Street.2   As for Miss Lockhart, the review, good,
bad or indifferent, elicited no encouraging response from
her whatever; whi^h was not surprising, for her interests
were engaged elsewhere.   The review is a somewhat laboured
piece; and besides, on August 19, 1847, she married J. R.
Hope (Hope-Scott).   In June Ruskin had gone up to Oxford,
as we have heard, to act as Secretary of the Geological
Section of the British Association.   His despondency was
i See Yol H. chap. ii.               Passed criticismin Stones of Venice .-

> Buskin   published   his   sup-   see I&rary Ed., vol, ix. p. 431,

Iime, but the people seem to have put a chiU on me,
